


Smallwood Primary School
and Language Unit

Welcome to Smallwood Primary Schooll We are

dedicated to providing happy, vibrant and friendly

inner-city school where children are learners for life.

We are an inclusive school where all children are

treated equally. We celebrate their right to be

unique and to reach their potential in different ways.
We cannot wait to welcome you to
the Smallwood family and for your
child to start their educational
journey in Nursery.

Fiona Loudon

Headteacher
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Contact Details

If your child is very upset, is taken

il or has an accident, we need

to be able to contact you.

Please make sure you have

completed the form in this

welcome pack with your up to

date contact details. If possible, please add addi-
tional people to contact in case we need to con-
tact you. If these details change at any fime during
the year, please contact the school office with your
new details.

With this email also you will be contacted for:
Permission for school trips

Medical information if your child has had an
accident

Smallwood Newsletter to share what we have
been up to.

Tapestry to see what your child has been learning
at school.

And many more things!




Home Visits

All children in Nursery require a home visit. If your
child has not attended Smallwood Nursery before,
they will require a home visit.

What is a home visit?

The Teachers from your new class will come and visit
you and your child at home! The Teachers will ask
some questions about your child so they can identify
their likes, dislikes and how best they can help to
ensure your child settles into school successfully.

Home Visits help to:
To know your child and what they like/dislike.

Introduce the teachers you will be working with.
An opportunity for you to ask any questions.
Teachers to share information about their
learning.

For you to share any concerns you have before
your child starts school so we can support you.




Stay and Play & Start Date

Stay and Play

Before your child starts school we offered “Stay and
Play” sessions. These are a time for you to come into
school with your child and familiarise yourselves with
the environment, meet the Teachers and meet other
children and parents who will be in the class! These
are essential opportunities to help your child with
their settling in. The dates are provided with your
child’s home visit and start date.

Start Dates

Your child will be given a start date for them to
begin in Nursery. Please do not follow the Smalliwood
School start dates as this is the fime Home Visits will
be starting. Please do not bring your child to Nursery
until their start date or stay and play sessions.




Attendance and Punctuality

Attendance

Regular attendance is essential so that your child
can benefit fully from all the activities planned for
them. If they are absent, it is important to let us know
why.

Punctuality

Please ensure your child come to school on tfime
each day. If your child arrives 10 minutes late each
day, they miss 6 school days a year!

Times of Nursery

Nursery Session Start time End Time
Morning 8:45am 11:45am
Afternoon 12:30pm 3:30pm
Full Time 8:45am 3:30pm

What do you do if your child is poorly?

If your child is poorly please phone the school office
and email to confirm why your child will not be in
that day.

What do you do if your child has a medical
appointment?

Please contact the office and show a copy of the
appointment for their attendance record. 7




Allergies and Medical Conditions

Please ensure that before your child begins school that
you inform the office and their class feachers at the home
or school visit.

In  Nursery, the only medications which can be
administered at Nursery are those for severe allergic
reactions (e.g. epipens) and inhalers for asthma. If your
child needs an inhaler or epipen please inform the office
and class teacher. If your child has a different medical
requirement please discuss it with us.

If a child has an infectious illness we must follow strict
guidelines about exclusion periods, to ensure they are fully
recovered and do not pass the illness on to pupils or staff.
If your child suffers from vomiting or diarrhoea, please
keep them at home until 48 hours after the illness has
passed.

If we suspect your child has a high temperature we may
check it with an ear thermometer and if their temperature
is not normal we will send the child home.

We also use Medical fracker to inform you if your child has
had an accident at school. You will informed by email
unless it is a serious accident.

medicaltracker 8




What will you child do
at school?

Each day, your child will be in-
volved in a range of activities to
support all of the areas of learn-
iNg. As part of their daily routine
your child will have an
opportunity to be part of:

Carpet sessions such as English and Maths.

PATHS to support our Personal, Social and
Emotional Development.

Continuous provision both inside and outside.

Circle times to support discussing emotions, how
we interact and
support each other.

Additional subjects
such as celebrations,
whole school topics
or events such as
World Book Day.




EYFS Characteristics

Our biggest priority is to ensure that your child feels happy,
safe and secure. To ensure this we pride ourselves on en-
suring that we have in-depth knowledge of what you child
can and cannot do. To support this our curriculum'’s base
is the Characteristics of Effective Learning. The Character-
istics and how we access children’s learning is through:

Playing and exploring — engagement:
Finding out and exploring

Playing with what they know

Being willing to ‘have a go’

Active learning — motivation:

Being involved and concentrating
Keeping trying

Enjoying achieving what they set out
to do

Creating and thinking critically:
Having their own ideas

Making links

Choosing ways to do things

| Through our observation, planning and
T g e g

assessment process we ensure all children
make good or better progress. We use

TAPESTRY lapesiry fo document and share your child’s
onuNE LERNING - [e@rning at school which you can share at

JOURNAL

home! In September, we will send you login
details so you can find out what they are doing at
school and share what they do at home! 10




EYFS Curriculum

In the EYFS curriculum
there are 7 areas of
learning. The Prime Areas
are the core base
children’s need before
building upon their
Specific Areas.

Below are the Prime and the Specific Areas.

In the curriculum we use “Core Books” to begin and
implement skills needed in the curriculum. Before
each half term we inform you of our key book and
the key skills we want you to focus on at home.

We believe that promoting a love of books is
essential to support and develop children’s learning
both at school and at home!

Prime Areas

Physical Development Communication and Language

Gross Motor Skills e listening, Attention and

Fine Motor Skills Understanding
e  Speaking

Literacy Mathematics

Comprehension e  Number
Word Reading e  Numerical
Writing Patterns




Phonics

At Smallwood, we learn phonics

, LETTERS AND
through the scheme “Littfle Wandle.” SOUNDS
This scheme supports children to learn S
letter sounds to support both oral and independent
blending.

In Nursery, the focus of phonics is for children to be
able to:

Listen carefully to sounds and describe them.

Recognise and make rhymes.

|dentify syllables within words.

|dentify initial sounds.

Understand @L@i e ﬁf;ﬁ

alliteration.

Orally blend and &j&? ﬁ

segment.

Join in and recite
nursery rnymes.

In the Autumn term, we will be providing a workshop
to give you ideas of how 1o support building
phonics at home. 12




Continuous Provision

To support our curriculum

expectations, we provide @

range of learning areas in and

outside of the classroom. This is

called continuous provision

where children have access to a

range of activities which will challenge, support and
confirm learning they have learnt in the classroom.

We have areas in the classroom including maths
areq, construction, book corner, small world,
engagement area and many more! We believe it is
important to provide a rich environment where
children can develop skills at all levels.




Ovutdoor Learning

At Smallwood, outdoor learning
is a key part of our routines. We
have a large outdoor space

-~
and have opportunities for chil- N ?
dren to access nature such as a| NS

mud kitchen and a gardening }‘3”

area. When children have

chance for continuous

provision, this is always offered as outside and inside.

For outside, we ask that all children in Nursery and
Nursery have a pair of well boots which remain af
school. We say that it is not bad weather, it is bad
clothing!

Spare clothes
Children may
have accidents or get dirty
during play. To help with
this we ask parents to
provide spare clothing to
be on their coat pegs.
Please can you ensure
there are spare pants, frou-
sers, fop and socks.

14




Uniform

In Nursery, it is your choice whether your child wears
our school uniform or their own clothes. Our
recommendation is that children wear a “uniform”
to school which consists of a white top and grey
addition such as trousers or dress. This is so they are
able to explore in the clothes they have and not be
concerned if they become dirty when they are at
school. If you would like to buy a school jumper,
please speak to a member of the office team.

Everything @
child has or uses
at school needs
to have their
name. Please
ensure you label
ALL clothing.

Please see an
image here of
what you child
can wear at
school.




School Lunches and
Snacks

~ initiative called Chefs in Schools.

We believe that it is essential that

children have one good meal a

day which is provided from
scratch and made fresh in our kitchen. Our menu
changes on a regular basis and we provide salad
bowls with vegetables which are in season. Please
see below for an example of one of our menus.

WHAT'S FOR LUNGH? WEEK 1

Cmm:"cing: MONDRY TUESDAY WEDNESDRY THURSDAY FRIDAY

22 April 2025
MAIN (OPTION1)  Tomato and Basil Fresh Fish of the Day,

Halal Beef Bolognaise School Made Cheesy ~ Halal Jerk Chicken ;
Pizza WHEAT, SOYBEAN & CELERY Baked with Herbs and

WHEAT & MILK Spioes
FISH

Sauce, served on a

bed of Pasta
WHEAT

MAIN (OPTION Vegetable

Caesar Salad Bolognaise

2 EGGS, FISH, SEASAME, SOYBEAN :
WHEAT, & MUSTARD Patties

WHEAT, MILK & EGGS

School Made

. _ Vegetable Stew with  Breaded Mozzarella
Jamaican Veggie

Butter Beans Sticks
WHEAT, EGGS, MILK

SIDES

) 5 Basmati Rice Chips & School Made
T Sweet Cinnamon Spaghetti & Sweet
‘ . i Herb Roasted Potato Sweet Bread Tartare Sauce
includes, portion Bread Cinnamon Bread
; Wedges WHEAT EGGS, MUSTARD,
will be offered as WHEAT WHEAT
; SULPHITES
optional extra

Veg

Seasonal Vegetables = Seasonal Vegetables = Seasonal Vegetables = Seasonal Vegetables Minted Peas

EXTRAS Greek Yoghurt with Honey & Seasonal Fruits Available Daily. MiLk
Vegan Raspberry Jelly once a week,, Puff Pastry Cinnamon Rolls once a week EGGS, WHEAT & MILK

Wherever possibie, all food Is homemade on site from local, British ingredients. Allergen free options will always be available




Before and After School Care
Early Birds Breakfast Club

The Breakfast Club opens each morning providing
the children with a nuftritious and healthy start to the
day. Breakfast club is organised and run by school
staff. Please see below for our Breakfast Club
offering and information such as costs and timings:

Rainforest After School Club

Smallwood runs our own in house after school care.
This is a provision which is based in the school and
school staff support and lead the provision.

This provision runs from 3:30pm to 6pm and children
are provided a snack and a range of activities
during this time.

If you would like further information about this
provision, please speak to a member of the office
team.




Independent Skills

At Smallwood Primary we thrive on teaching our
children to be independent learners who can
manage their own needs such as going to the toilet
and managing their own needs and feelings.

PATHS School

At Smallwood, we follow the

scheme called PATHS to

support with children’s
personal, social and emotional =
developmenf. children

[ e s
(\\) Barnardo's

In each class, a calm area is used to support using

the strategies in these sessions for children to use
independently during their continuous provision.

As you can see on this
display, each emotion
has a image which s
taught and explained to
the children.




School Trips

At Smallwood, we believe it is essential to provide
children with real life experiences through the op-
portunities of school trips. Whether these are local or
further trips, we believe it is important to provide
children with experiences which support and
develop their learning in the classroom.

Next academic year, we will be providing a range
of experiences for Nursery by going on School Trips.
This includes places such as Tooting Library and Lidl.

If you are able to support Nursery go on local frips,
please speak to a member of the Nursery team.




Application for Reception

In October, Wandsworth borough will have availo-
ble their “Choose a Primary School” pack. This pack
will be available online and will have information of
how to apply for a Reception place for September
2026.

L_mi Wandsworth.gov.uk

Wandsworth

Q Enter your search

Heme / Scheools and admissiens / Admissiens / Primary schocl admissions

Apply for a primary school place

All applications are completed online and the
deadline for next academic year will be January
15th 2026. It does not matter when you complete
the application but you must meet the deadline as
you will lose a chance of getting a school in your
chosen selection.

At the end of September, we will organise a work-
shop which will explain how to apply for a primary
place and if needed, offer help to complete the

application itself.

20




Using the toilet

At Smallwood, we welcome all
children and if they are
currently not able to use the
toilet independently, we are
here 1o help and support.

If your child is currently not able to use the toilet in-
dependently, please inform a member of Nursery
staff. Together, we can then agree on how we can
support your child so we can ensure that we do the
same both at school and at home. An organisation
we use to support children using the toilet is called
ERIC.

m ERIC is a charitable organisation
who provide free resources and a

@ 0 0 @ free phone line 1o give advice to

CrmmmmeRREEEEY support your child to use the toilet.

Free helpline: 0808 801 0343 Mon to Thur, 10am - 2pm

21




Any questions?

If you have any questions,
please do not hesitate to
contact us.

You can email the office at
admin@smallwood.wandsworth.sch.uk or call the
school at 02086726024 if you have any questions
before your child starts school with us in September.

If you would like anymore information about the
curriculum and what Smallwood provides, please go
to our website at
www.smallwood.wandsworth.sch.uk




