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Welcome to Smallwood 
Primary School

We are a happy, vibrant and welcoming school where every child is valued 
as an individual. We are proud to be an inclusive school where all children 
are treated equally, encouraged to be themselves and supported to 
flourish both academically and personally.

At Smallwood, we celebrate each child’s uniqueness and recognise that 
children learn and develop in different ways. We provide a nurturing, safe 
and stimulating environment where children feel confident to explore, take 
risks and develop a love of learning from the very beginning of their school 
journey.

Our Reception team works hard to build strong relationships with children 
and families so that every child feels settled, secure and happy in school. 
We believe that positive partnerships between home and school are an 
important part of children’s success and wellbeing.

Through exciting learning opportunities, high-quality experiences and 
purposeful play, we aim to develop confident, curious and independent 
learners who enjoy coming to school each day. We encourage children to 
be kind, respectful and resilient, helping them to develop the skills they 
need both in school and beyond.

Fiona Loudon
Headteacher
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Introduction

At Smallwood Primary School, we understand that every child 
develops at their own pace. All children are learning from the 
moment they are born, and when it is time to start school, some 
may need a little more support than others.
 
Before starting school, there are some key skills that children 
begin to develop. Practising these can help your child feel more 
confident and settled as they begin Reception.  

If your child attends nursery, pre-school or a childminder, those 
adults will already be supporting your child’s development and 
helping them prepare for school.  

There is also a lot you can do at home. By supporting your child’s 
confidence and independence, you can help them feel 
emotionally and practically ready for starting school.  
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Getting ready for school

How can I help my child get ready?

Starting school brings lots of new routines and experiences. 
Children are encouraged to do more things independently, and 
this can feel like a big step at first.

At Smallwood, we recognise that strong relationships are at the 
heart of children’s development. The support and 
encouragement children receive at home makes a real difference.

Spending time together as a family, talking, playing and 
practising everyday skills can help your child feel more confident 
and ready for school.

Some skills take longer to develop, and that’s completely 
normal. Introducing them gradually as part of your daily routine 
will help your child feel secure and successful.

Reading stories together, encouraging turn-taking games and 
talking about feelings can also help children develop important 
social, language and listening skills. Simple routines such as 
getting dressed independently, using the toilet confidently and 
tidying away toys can all help children feel more prepared for 
the school day.

Every child settles at their own pace, and we are here to support 
both children and families throughout this important transition 
into Reception.
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Home and School Visits
Before your child starts school, we will arrange a visit to help them feel 
comfortable, confident and ready for their transition into Reception.

We understand that starting school is an important milestone for both 
children and families. Our visits are designed to help children become 
familiar with their new environment, begin building positive relationships 
with staff and ensure that the transition into school is as smooth and 
happy as possible.

These visits also give us an opportunity to get to know your child as an 
individual, learn about their interests, strengths and needs, and discuss 
how we can best support them as they begin their journey at Smallwood.

Home Visits

If your child is new to Smallwood, a member of the Reception team will 
visit you at home. This gives your child the opportunity to meet their new 
teacher in a familiar and relaxed environment, helping them to feel more 
secure and confident before starting school.

Home visits are also a valuable opportunity for parents and carers to ask 
questions, share important information and talk to us about their child’s 
personality, interests and routines. We value the partnership between 
home and school and believe these early conversations help children 
settle more successfully.

School Visits  

If your child attends Smallwood Nursery, they will be invited into school 
before starting Reception. During these visits, children will spend time in 
their new classroom, meet staff and classmates, explore the learning 
environment and begin to become familiar with daily routines.

These experiences help children feel excited and reassured about starting 
school and support them in making a positive and confident start to 
Reception.

You will be notified of your child’s starting date and arrangements for 
starting school nearer the time. We will provide all the information you 
need to help your child feel prepared and settled for their first days in 
Reception.
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Stay and Play
Before your child starts school, we offer Stay and Play sessions to help 
children and families feel relaxed, confident and excited about joining 
Reception.

These sessions give you and your child the opportunity to:

• Spend time in the classroom
• Meet teachers and other children
• Explore the indoor and outdoor learning environment
• Become familiar with daily routines and activities

Stay and Play sessions are an important part of helping children feel 
secure and settled before they begin school. They also give parents and 
carers the chance to ask questions, meet staff and begin building positive 
relationships with the Reception team.

We aim to create a warm and welcoming experience where children can 
explore through play, begin making friendships and develop confidence in 
their new surroundings.

You will receive further information about these sessions nearer the time.

Start Dates
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We know that starting school is a big and exciting milestone for both 
children and families, and we want every child to feel happy, supported 
and ready for their first days in Reception.

Each child will be given their own individual start date. This gradual 
transition allows children to settle in gently in smaller groups, helping 
them become familiar with their new classroom, routines, adults and 
friends at a pace that feels comfortable for them.

We will share your child’s start date and starting arrangements with 
you in advance, along with any information you may need to help 
prepare for a smooth and positive start to school.



Attendance

School Day
Our school day begins at 8:50am and finishes at 3:30pm.

Each day is carefully planned to provide a balance of learning, play, 
exploration and opportunities to build friendships. We aim to create a 
calm, happy and positive start to the day so that children feel settled, 
safe and ready to learn.

Throughout the day, children take part in a range of adult-led activities, 
child-initiated learning and outdoor play opportunities designed to 
support all areas of the Early Years curriculum. We encourage children to 
develop independence, curiosity and confidence through meaningful and 
engaging experiences.

Our staff are always available at the beginning and end of the school day 
if you would like to speak with us, ask questions or share any important 
information. We value strong partnerships with families and believe open 
communication helps children feel happy, secure and successful at school.

Coming to school every day helps your child feel settled, confident and 
part of the class community. Regular attendance allows children to build 
positive relationships, develop important routines and take part in all the 
exciting learning experiences that happen throughout the school day.

In Reception, children learn through play, exploration and shared 
experiences, so being in school consistently helps them feel secure and 
supports their emotional, social and academic development. Daily 
attendance also helps children grow in confidence, independence and 
resilience as they become familiar with school routines and expectations.

If your child is unwell or unable to attend, please let the school office 
know. We understand that children can sometimes need extra support or 
reassurance, and we are always here to help and work together with 
families.
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Contact Details

To help us care for your child and keep them safe, it is important 
that we are able to contact you quickly if needed.

If your child becomes unwell, has an accident or needs extra 
comfort or reassurance during the school day, we may need to 
get in touch with you as soon as possible. Having up-to-date 
contact information helps us make sure we can support your 
child quickly and appropriately.

Please make sure that your contact details are kept up to date 
and that you provide additional emergency contacts where 
possible. It is especially helpful for us to have more than one 
contact number in case we are unable to reach you.

If your phone number, address or emergency contact details 
change at any time during the year, please let the school office 
know as soon as possible.

We will also use your contact details to keep you informed about 
school life, important events and your child’s learning and 
development, including:

•Permission for school trips
•Medical information and updates
•The Smallwood newsletter
•Information about school events and activities
•Updates on your child’s learning
•Other important school information

We value strong communication between home and school and 
are always happy to help if you have any questions or concerns.
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Medical information
To help us care for your child safely and support their wellbeing, please 
ensure that the school office and your child’s class teacher are informed of 
any medical conditions, allergies or health needs before your child starts 
school.

We understand that every child is different, and we are committed to 
working closely with families to make sure children feel safe, comfortable 
and well supported during the school day. If your child has any additional 
medical or health needs, please speak to us so that we can discuss the 
best ways to support them in school.

We are able to administer medication for severe allergic reactions, such as 
EpiPens, and inhalers for asthma. Please ensure that any medication 
provided is clearly labelled, in date and handed directly to the school 
office.

If your child has an infectious illness, we follow national guidance on 
exclusion periods to help ensure children are fully recovered and to 
prevent the spread of illness within school.

If your child has vomiting or diarrhoea, they must remain at home for 48 
hours after the last episode.

If your child becomes unwell during the school day, develops a high 
temperature or requires medical attention, we will contact you as soon as 
possible and may ask for them to be collected.

We also use a medical tracking system to keep parents and carers 
informed if their child has had an accident or received first aid treatment 
at school.

Please remember to let us know if your child’s medical information 
changes at any point during the school year so that our records remain 
accurate and up to date.
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Learning in Reception

Each day is carefully planned to support your child’s learning, 
development and wellbeing.
 
Children learn best when they feel happy, safe and confident. At 
Smallwood, we create a nurturing environment where children 
can explore, play and build relationships with others.
 
Throughout the day, children take part in a mix of short group 
sessions and longer periods of learning through play. This allows 
them to practise new skills, follow their interests and develop 
independence.
 
They spend time talking, listening, exploring ideas, being creative 
and learning how to work and play alongside others. As they 
settle into school, they grow in confidence and begin to take 
more responsibility for their learning.
 
Our aim is for children to enjoy coming to school each day, feel 
part of the class community and develop a positive attitude 
towards learning.
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Our Curriculum
In Reception, we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
curriculum, which is based on seven areas of learning:

• Communication and Language
• Physical Development
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development
• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the World
• Expressive Arts and Design

These areas work together to support your child’s development. Some 
focus on building strong foundations, such as communication, physical 
skills and relationships, while others support learning in reading, writing, 
maths and understanding the world.

Alongside the seven areas of learning, we also support the EYFS 
Characteristics of Effective Learning. These help children become confident, 
independent and motivated learners through:

Playing and Exploring  children investigate, explore and “have a go”
Active Learning  children concentrate, keep trying and enjoy achievements
Creating and Thinking Critically  children develop their own ideas, solve 
problems and make connections in their learning

We use high-quality books and engaging experiences to support learning 
across all areas of the curriculum. We also share key texts and learning 
focuses with you throughout the year so you can support your child at 
home.
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Early Reading and Phonics
At Smallwood, we believe that reading is one of the most important 
skills children learn. We aim to develop confident, enthusiastic 
readers who enjoy books, stories and language from an early age.

We teach phonics through the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds 
Revised programme. This is a structured and engaging approach that 
helps children develop the skills they need for reading and writing.

In Reception, children take part in daily phonics sessions where they 
learn letter sounds and begin blending sounds together to read 
words. As children grow in confidence, they begin reading books that 
are carefully matched to their phonics knowledge.

Reading is a very important part of our curriculum and daily routines. 
Children enjoy:

 Daily story times

● Songs, rhymes and poetry
● Sharing books together
● Opportunities to talk about stories and develop new vocabulary
● Reading areas within the classroom
● Books to enjoy both at school and at home

We want all children to develop a love of reading and see themselves 
as readers from the very beginning of their journey at Smallwood.

We will continue to share information and resources with families 
throughout the year so that you can support your child’s reading 
journey at home.
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School Uniform
At Smallwood, we believe that wearing a school uniform helps children 
feel part of our school community and gives them a sense of belonging. 
Our uniform encourages children to feel proud of their school and helps 
create a calm, positive and inclusive environment. 

We also understand that children in Reception learn through play, 
exploration and active learning. Our uniform is therefore designed to be 
comfortable, practical and suitable for both indoor and outdoor learning 
throughout the school day.

Your child will need: 
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Uniform

White polo shirt with school logo

Bright royal blue sweatshirt or 
cardigan with school logo

Dark grey trousers, shorts, skirt or 
pinafore

White socks

Plain black school shoes or black 
trainers

Bright royal blue book bag or 
rucksack with school logo

PE kit

Bright royal blue sweatshirt with 
school logo

Orange PE t-shirt with school 
logo

Plain navy shorts or joggers

Plain black trainers or plimsolls

Bright royal blue PE bag with 
school logo

To help children keep track of their belongings, please make sure that all 
clothing, shoes and personal items are clearly labelled with your child’s 
name.

Information about where and how to purchase school uniform will be 
shared with families before your child starts school. If you have any 
questions about uniform, please speak to a member of the school office 
team, who will be happy to help.



School lunches and snacks

At Smallwood, we believe that healthy eating is an important 
part of children’s wellbeing and learning.

We are proud to be part of the Chef in Schools initiative, where 
meals are freshly prepared in our school kitchen each day using 
high quality ingredients.

Our menus change regularly and include a variety of balanced 
meals, fresh seasonal vegetables and salad options for children 
to enjoy.

In Reception, children also enjoy a healthy snack and milk each 
day, which they share together in the classroom as part of their 
daily routine.

Here is an example of one of our lunch menus:
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Before and After School Care

We offer wraparound care to support families who may need a 
longer school day.
 
Our provision provides a safe, welcoming and familiar 
environment where children can relax, play and spend time with 
their friends before and after school.
 
Breakfast Club
Our Breakfast Club offers a calm and positive start to the day.
Children can enjoy a healthy breakfast, including options such as 
cereal, toast, fruit and yoghurt, before the school day begins.
Breakfast club is from 8am every day. 
 
After School Club
Our After School Club provides a safe and enjoyable space for 
children at the end of the day.
 
Children take part in a range of activities and are provided with a 
snack during the session. After school club is from 3:30-6pm 
every day.

For more information about wraparound care, please speak to a 
member of the school office team.
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School Trips and Experiences

At Smallwood, we believe that some of the best learning 
happens through exciting real-life experiences.

Throughout the year, children will enjoy a range of trips, visitors 
and special activities that help bring their learning to life and 
create lasting memories.

These experiences may include local visits, theatre performances, 
workshops, outdoor learning and themed celebration days linked 
to topics taught in school. 

We want children to feel curious, inspired and excited about the 
world around them. Trips and experiences help children build 
confidence, develop independence and strengthen friendships 
whilst having fun together.
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Further information
Starting school is an exciting time, and we understand that you 
may have questions along the way.
 
If there is anything you would like to ask or talk through, please 
don’t hesitate to get in touch. We are always here to help and 
support you and your child.
 
You can speak to a member of staff, contact the school office, or 
visit our website for further information.

www.smallwood.wandsworth.sch.uk
Smallwood Road, Tooting, London SW17 0TW

T: 020 8672 6024
admin@smallwood.wandsworth.sch.uk
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